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Abstract. This research delves into the critical role of character development in narratives, specifically 

focusing on Nora Roberts’ novel “Valley of Silence” (2006) and the characterization of its main 

protagonist, Moira. The study aims to meticulously analyze Moira’s personality traits, drawing upon 

McCrae and Costa’s comprehensive personality trait theory (2003), which encompasses dimensions 

such as extraversion, neuroticism, openness, conscientiousness, and agreeableness. Furthermore, it 

employs Shlomith Reymon Kennan's characterization theories (2005) to explore the methods utilized in 

portraying Moira’s traits effectively within the narrative framework. Employing a descriptive qualitative 

method, data were meticulously extracted from the novel's script, allowing for a detailed examination 

of Moira’s characterization through the lens of indirect presentation and speech patterns. The findings 

reveal Moira’s predominant personality trait as extraversion, supported by consistent behavioral 

manifestations aligned with this trait, albeit tempered by contextual influences. This nuanced 

understanding highlights the intricacies of character depiction in literature and underscores the 

importance of employing triangulation techniques for robust data validation in future studies. This study 

contributes valuable insights for educators and literary analysts, providing a deeper understanding of 

character dynamics and suggesting pedagogical enhancements in literature studies. By elucidating 

Moira’s multifaceted personality traits and the narrative techniques employed, this research enriches 

scholarly discourse on character development and narrative construction in contemporary literature. 

Keywords: characterization method, novel, personality trait, literary work 

ELLINE Journal: English Language and Literature in Education Journal 

Vol. 2, No. 1, pp. 12-20, 2024 
e-ISSN: xxxx-xxxx 

https://elline-journal.com/index.php/ejournal  

mailto:1rsara6661@gmail.com
mailto:anggunpurnomo58@gmail.com
https://elline-journal.com/index.php/ejournal


ELLINE Journal: English Language and Literature in Education Journal 

13 
 

INTRODUCTION 

A novel looks like prose that has a particular length. However, not all novels are written in 

prose; sometimes there is a novel that is written in verse and has a long story. A novel looks like a 

narrative text but it relates to the author’s experience or people who relate to the author’s experience. 

According to the Oxford Dictionary (2018), “A fictitious prose narrative book length, typically 

representing character and action with some degree of realism.” That statement is supported by 

Cambridge Dictionaries (2018). It states, “A long printed story about imaginary characters and 

events.” It means a novel looks like a prose that has a particular length. But not all novels are written 

in prose; sometimes there is a novel that is written in verse and has a long story. Many authors from 

miscellaneous backgrounds shared their experiences in the novel. Even though a novel is a literary 

work that includes a fictional story, some novels contain a story based on a true story. The way the 

novel is constructed depends on the author’s background. The writer chose a novel as the subject of 

her investigation because she believed it contained many events that are relevant to real life. The 

object of this research was character, because character is the important component in story character 

is like player in a game. Without character, the story cannot be built.  

For most readers, characters are one of the most important aspects of a narrative. How readers 

relate to a character is a matter of empirical analysis, but it is important to bear in mind that the way 

the text presents a character is highly influential on the relationship between character and reader 

(Peter et al., in Huhn, 2013, para. 7). Every novel must have characters and characterization. The 

character is actually the name of a literary style, usually written in prose to differentiate the type of 

person. The term of character is announced by Theophrastus. He is a well-known Greek author from 

the second century. (Abrams, 1999, p. 32). Characterization is a technique for presenting a character 

in a story. It is a description from the author of the character trait in the story. (Literary Devices 

Editors, 2013, para. 2). Actually, there is another term for character traits namely personality traits. It 

has a part to play in constructing the character in the story. Personality traits are things that 

differentiate the patterns of thinking, feeling, and behaving. Personality traits are the main explanation 

of characteristic patterns. It explains the differences in patterns of thinking, feeling, and behaving. It 

not only explains but also classifies the three parts of humanity. From it, the characters in the novel 

can be categorized and labeled depending on character type. There are five main types of personality 

traits: extraversion, agreeableness, neuroticism, openness, and conscientiousness. 

Analyzing human personality traits not only built a character in the novel but also allowed it 

to be used for a particular purpose, such as analyzing the effect of a person’s habit in doing an activity. 

There was a research paper which was entitled “Personality Traits and The Effect on Instagram User 

Habits” and the writer of the research was William Garret Johnson from Toronto State University 

(2015). He analyzed the effect of personality traits on Instagram users’ habits and from the researcher 

itself. It only analyzed the type of personality traits for the main character of Moira in the Valley of 

Silence novel that was written by Nora Roberts (2006). Furthermore, in analyzing the type of 

personality, the writer also analyzed the type of characterization method to disclose the Main 

Character. There was similar research to this research that was entitled (2015) “Characterization in 

Charles Dickens’ Novel Oliver Twist” and written by Souad. This research was about the given 

character and characterization found in the Oliver Twist novel and analyzing the type of 

characterization that was used by the author for the character in the story. This research analyzed the 

main character in the Valley of Silence novel (2006). Moira is a beautiful young girl who will be a 

queen. She’s grown as a princess who has lost her mother. The queen of Geall has been killed by a 

vampire. While Moira leads the kingdom, she’s falling in love with Cian, a vampire. That is a mistake. 

She could fall in love with someone from that tribe that killed her mother. Moira built a relationship 

with Cian. The writer wanted to know how a young girl could take on the responsibility of the 
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kingdom and build a relationship with the vampire. Typically, a young girl will not care about taking 

responsibility and doing revenge on someone who has killed her mother, but in this novel, the main 

character was very welcome to the vampire. Just because Cian saved Moira from an assassin’s arrow 

on the day of the coronation ceremony, from that moment on, Moira gives her respect to Cian. But 

she didn’t realize it would be dangerous for her to trust a vampire. She could be killed by those 

vampires too. Nowadays, many crimes are about man slaughter, rapists, and killings because people 

build relationships with strangers through social media. For example, according to detiknews (2013), 

the daughter of a police officer was raped and killed by two men that she had just recognized via 

Facebook within a week. She was a second-grade student at senior high school. But in this novel, the 

main character respects the vampire because she saved her life at that moment. In fact, she was 

anxious and afraid of vampires. This is the reason why we analyzed the character and the 

characterization of Moira in the novel “Valley of Silence” by Nora Roberts (2006). As a result, we 

conduct this present study to examine the characterization of Moira as the main character in Nora 

Roberts’ Valley of Silence.  

METHOD 

This study employed a descriptive qualitative approach due to the non-statistical nature of the 

data, focusing on capturing the essence of Moira’s character as portrayed in Nora Roberts’ novel 

“Valley of Silence” (2006). Qualitative research, as defined by Arikunto (2013), centres on 

understanding the status quo of phenomena at the time of study. Narratives and direct statements 

attributed to Moira within the novel formed the primary data sources. The research concentrated on 

comprehensively examining Moira, the central character, analyzing both direct and indirect portrayals 

within the narrative. The data collection process involved several systematic steps: 1) reading the 

complete script of “Valley of Silence” by Nora Roberts to capture all relevant passages, 2) identifying 

passages that shed light on Moira’s personality traits and characterization methods, 3) classifying 

these passages according to established theories of personality traits and characterization, and 4) 

compiling and organizing the collected data for systematic analysis. Data analysis proceeded through 

a rigorous process: 1) reviewing and verifying the collected data for accuracy and completeness, 2) 

identifying pertinent theoretical frameworks to contextualize the findings, 3) addressing the research 

questions based on theoretical insights, 4) drawing conclusions from the analyzed data, and 5) 

employing triangulation techniques to ensure the validity and reliability of the study’s findings. This 

methodological approach allowed for a comprehensive exploration of Moira’s character traits and 

their portrayal in literature, contributing to a deeper understanding of narrative construction and 

character development within contemporary fiction. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Moira’s Personality Traits  

Moira was crowned queen, replacing her parents. Her parents passed away because they were 

killed by Lilith. Moira put a lot of vengeance on Lilith and her vampires. Someday, she caught a 

vampire and put him in prison as a prisoner. That day happened before Moira Crwoned became queen. 

Then she gathered a knight, a sorcerer, a wizard, and also a witch. But when will the crowning 

ceremony be held? There was an assassin hiding between big trees not far from the queen’s throne. 

When the assassin opened fire, the vampire who had been caught escaped and took the arrow that had 

been shot by the assassin. Thus, the vampire saved the queen. From that moment, the queen 

appreciated the vampire. The name of the vampire is Cian. Moira made Cian become her ally. After 

Moira was crowned as queen, she declared war on the vampires and planned to attack the vampire 

castle. She had warriors, witches, wizards, sorcerers, shape-shifters, and vampire warriors on her side. 

Moira’s team was ready to exterminate the vampire race. 
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Extraversion 

This part contains the data of Moira’s personality traits, proving that her personality traits are 

extraversion. The writer assumed it because Moira still wanted to speak with Cian. She persuaded 

him to become her ally. Even Moira knew that Cian was a vampire. 

 
Table 1. Personality Trait Extraversion 

No Type of 

Personality Trait 

Character’s Utterances Pages and 

Paragraph 

1 Extraversion “Aye, that’s becoming a bit of a thing. We’ll house as 

many here as we can manage, and at my uncle’s as well. 

There’s the inn, and many of the farmers and crofters 

nearby are sheltering family and friends already. No one 

will be turned off. We’ll find a way.” 

She fiddled with her cross as she spoke. Not, Cian 

thought, out of fear of him, but out of nervous habit. 

“There’s food as well to think of. So many had to leave 

their crops and cattle behind to come here. But we’ll 

manage. 

Have you eaten?” 

Pages 11 and 

Paragraph 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Extraversion She flushed a little deeper as soon as the words were 

out. “What I meant is there’d be supper in the parlor if” 

“I know what you meant. No. I thought to see to the 

horse first, but he appears well groomed and fed.” On 

the heels of the words, Vlad bumped his head against 

Moira’s shoulder. “And spoiled,” Cian added. 

Pages 12 and 

Paragraph 6 

 

Based on the table above, especially in the column of the character’s utterances, It can be seen 

that Moira had a conversation with Cian about the condition of the war base, which always has a 

group of people coming with willpower to fight against vampires. Normally, if a person hates 

something, he will hate it in all kinds of ways. For example, there is a person who hates pigs because 

they are a kind of stingy animal. Then, at a particular time, that person meets a clean pig. He still 

hates it. But it is different with Moira. Even though she hates vampires, she is still able to 

communicate with a good vampire such as Cian. It is because Cian saved her from the vampire’s 

assasin. because Moira believes that Cian is different than other vampires. Because Moira believes in 

Cian, while the others believe Cian is a vampire clan or one of the enemies, those utterances are 

related to extraversion. 

 

Openness 

In this part, thye researchers found the data personality traits that prove her personality traits 

are openness and warmth. The writer assumed it because Moira had known the name of the assassin 

who wanted to try to arrow Moira on the day she was crowned queen. 

 
Table 2. Personality Trait Openness 

No Type of 

Personality Trait 

Character’s Utterances Pages and 

Paragraph 

1 Openness “Not good enough to have anticipated daylight attack. 

To remember that not all Lilith’s dogs require an 

invitation to come within these walls.” 

Pages 33 and 

Paragraph 4  
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2 Openness  “I won’t make that mistake again.” 

“None of us will. What we need is to get information 

out of this asshole Lilith sent. But there’s a problem. 

He either can’t or won’t speak English. Or Gaelic.” 

“No, no. He talks, it’s just none of us can understand 

him. Sounds Eastern European. Maybe Czech.”  

“I see.” 

Pages 35 and 

Paragraph 5 to 6 

 

The reason why Moira thought about that in the utterance is that she tried to interrogate the 

assassin, and found that the assassin was not mute; he could speak, but none of Moira’s clan 

understood what language it was. According to McCrae and Costa in Gerald, et al. (2003), openness 

is a tendency of active imagination, aesthetic, inner feelings, and values. In those utterances, Moira 

has an open personality trait because she tried to analyze the assassin by the way he spoke. The person 

who has a high score of openness will tend to be curious about something and try to experience it 

until they get the values. 

 

Neuroticism 

This section discovered data on Moira’s personality traits, demonstrating that her personality 

traits are neurotic. The writer assumed it because Moira was feeling anxious about the assassin and 

thought he wouldn’t speak about the Lilith honestly while Cian kept suffering from the assassin and 

it made Moira anxious and angry. 

 
Table 3. Personality Trait Neuroticism 

No Type of 

Personality Trait 

Character’s Utterances Pages and 

Paragraph 

1 Neuroticism  “What have you done?” 

“What needed doing. She sent only one — this time. If 

it upsets your sensibilities, you might want to have 

your guards take that out of here before I brief you.” 

Pages 37 and 

Paragraph 7 to 8 

 

 

2  “You had no right. No right.” 

“You murdered him. What makes you any different 

from him that you would kill him without trial, without 

sentence?”  

“The difference?” 

“Is it so little to you? Life? Is it so little?” 

Pages 38 and 

Paragraph 9 

 

According to the utterances above, Moira was worried that if the assassin suffered by Cian, 

he would die soon because the assassin wouldn’t speak anything about his clan of Lilith. Moira was 

feeling anxious and angry towards Cian because she thought this interrogation was so messed up and 

useless. They would not get any information if the assassin died, so while Moira released the pain 

from the assassin’s body, she gave the command to Blair and also to Cian to gather in the parlor. In 

those utterances, it reflects that Moira has neuroticism because she feels anxiety and anger because 

of what Cian has done to the assassin. 

  

Moira’s Characterization 

In the second section, the writer would like to show the result of data which is related to the 

characterization method of Moira in Nora Roberts’ Valley of Silence (2006). A character in a novel 

is represented by the author of the novel. Usually, the author in a novel introduces the main character 

at the beginning of the story. To introduce the character, the author uses a method and it is called 

characterization. There are two types of characterization. According to Shlomith (2005), there are 

two types of characterization: direct definition and indirect presentation. Direct definition represents 
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the character through parts of speech and introduces them with the terms of trait, while indirect 

presentation represents the character through the character’s behavior. 

 
Table 5. Characterization 

No Way to represent 

the character 

Character’s utterances  

/Narration 

Pages and 

Paragraph 

1 Character’s looks She was gowned, her dress draped over a plain linen 

kirtle, so he assumed whatever training she’d done that 

day was complete. Still, she dressed simply for a princess, 

in quiet blue with only a hint of lace at the bodice. She 

wore the silver cross, one of nine Hoyt and Glenna had 

conjured. Her hair was loose, all that glossy brown falling 

down her back to her waist, and crowned with the thin 

circlet of her office.  

Pages 10 and 

Paragraph 7 

2 Character’s job She would, in a matter of weeks, lead her people to war. 

When a land had been at peace as long as Geall was 

reputed to have been, it would take a strong leader, a 

forceful one, to whip farmers and merchants, ladies-in-

waiting and creaky advisors into soldiers. 

Pages 9 and 

Paragraph 5 

3 Character’s home “Aye, that’s becoming a bit of a thing. We’ll house as 

many here as we can manage, and at my uncle’s as well. 

There’s the inn, and many of the farmers and crofters 

nearby are sheltering family and friends already. No one 

will be turned off. We’ll find a way.” 

Page 11 and 

paragraph 12 

4 Character’sHabit/Ac

tion 

As queen she would rule and govern and reign, and those 

were duties she’d been trained for since birth. But as 

queen on this coming dawn and the ones to follow, she 

would lead her people to war. If it wasn’t her destiny to 

raise the sword, she would follow another, willingly, into 

battle. 

Page 17 and 

paragraph 4to 

5 

5 Character’s Thought • “I can’t remember the last time I had an hour, all to 

myself and a book. Well, I can, actually. Back in Ireland, 

in your house. I miss it—the books, the quiet of them.” 

“You need to take it, that hour now and again. You’ll 

burn out otherwise, and won’t be any good to yourself or 

anyone else. 

Page 13 and 

Paragraph 1 

to 2 

The table 5 presents findings on Moira’s characterization in “Valley of Silence”, 

demonstrating various methods through which her character is depicted. Each entry highlights a 

different aspect of Moira's character, providing a comprehensive understanding of her personality and 

role. The first entry uses indirect presentation to depict Moira’s appearance. Described as gowned in 

a simple dress with a hint of lace, she embodies a modest yet regal presence, further accentuated by 

a silver cross and a thin circlet. This presentation on page 10, paragraph 7, subtly conveys her dual 

identity as both a princess and a warrior, suggesting a balance between simplicity and royalty. The 

second entry focuses on Moira’s role as a leader. On page 9, paragraph 5, the narration reveals her 

daunting task of transforming a peaceful land into a wartime nation. This characterization underscores 

her strength and forcefulness, essential qualities for rallying farmers, merchants, and advisors into an 

army, highlighting her strategic and determined nature. Moira’s home is depicted in the third entry, 

illustrating her hospitality and sense of community. As mentioned on page 11, paragraph 12, she 

ensures that no one seeking refuge is turned away, displaying her resourcefulness and compassion. 

This portrayal emphasizes her commitment to her people and her ability to manage resources 

effectively in times of crisis. The fourth entry highlights Moira’s habits and actions, particularly her 
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readiness to lead her people into war. On page 17, paragraphs 4 to 5, it is evident that Moira has been 

trained for governance and leadership since birth. Her willingness to raise the sword or follow another 

into battle exemplifies her dedication and courage, reinforcing her role as a committed and selfless 

leader. Finally, the fifth entry delves into Moira’s thoughts, revealing her longing for moments of 

solitude and reflection. On page 13, paragraphs 1 to 2, she reminisces about the peace and quiet she 

once enjoyed with a book in Ireland. This introspection shows her self-awareness and the importance 

of personal time to maintain her mental well-being. It also highlights the pressures she faces and the 

need for balance between duty and self-care. 

In conclusion, the characterization of Moira in “Valley of Silence” is multifaceted, using 

indirect presentation, her role as a leader, her home, her actions, and her thoughts to create a rich and 

complex character. These varied portrayals provide a deep understanding of her personality, 

emphasizing her modesty, leadership, compassion, dedication, and self-awareness. The implications 

of this study suggest that effective characterization involves multiple dimensions, allowing readers to 

connect with and understand characters on a deeper level. Future research could further explore how 

these techniques can be applied to other characters in different genres to enhance narrative 

engagement and character development. 

CONCLUSION 

The research revealed that Moira, the main character in Nora Roberts’ “Valley of Silence” 

(2006), exhibits three primary personality traits: extraversion, openness, and neuroticism. These traits 

evolve due to events in the narrative, reflecting Moira’s dynamic character development. The analysis 

identified two primary methods of characterization: direct definition and indirect presentation. The 

author predominantly used indirect presentation, particularly through Moira’s external appearance, 

to introduce her at the beginning of the story. This study highlights the significance of various 

characterization techniques in portraying complex characters like Moira. By employing indirect 

presentation, the author allows readers to infer Moira’s traits through her actions, dialogue, and 

descriptions, providing a nuanced understanding of her character. This method encourages readers to 

engage more deeply with the text, fostering a more immersive reading experience. The implications 

of this research extend beyond literary analysis. Understanding how character traits and development 

are portrayed can be valuable in fields such as education and psychology. For instance, educators can 

use similar methods to help students explore and analyze characters in literature, enhancing their 

critical thinking and interpretive skills. Moreover, the findings suggest potential for further research 

into the effects of personality traits on academic performance. Analyzing how characters’ traits 

influence their decisions and growth can provide insights into human behaviour and learning. Future 

researchers are encouraged to explore similar objects related to this study’s topic. It would be 

beneficial to investigate the interplay between personality traits and academic performance among 

students, examining how specific traits can affect learning outcomes. Such research could contribute 

to developing more effective educational strategies and interventions tailored to individual 

personality profiles. This study sets a foundation for continued exploration into character analysis 

and its broader applications, offering a pathway for interdisciplinary research that bridges literature, 

education, and psychology. 
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