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Abstract. This research aimed to analyze the functions of gerunds in the subtitles of the movie “Thor”, 

focusing on the main character, Thor Odinson. A gerund is a verb ending in -ing that functions as a 

noun. This descriptive qualitative study analyzed phrases or sentences containing gerunds from the 

movie's subtitles. The instruments used were the researcher and an observation field note. Data analysis 

involved classification, description, and drawing conclusions, identifying three functions of gerunds: 

(1) as a subject, with one instance, (2) as a direct object, with eleven instances, and (3) as a subjective 

complement, with twenty-three instances. No instances of gerunds functioning as the object of a 

preposition were found. The findings contribute to a better understanding of gerund usage in cinematic 

language, providing valuable insights for language teaching, linguistic research, and translation studies. 

Educators can use movie subtitles to teach grammatical concepts, making lessons more engaging. This 

study also enriches research on gerunds, highlighting their functional distribution in subtitles, and offers 

guidance for subtitle translators to improve accuracy and coherence. Further research could explore 

gerund usage in various genres and contexts to enhance these implications. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Language, as means of communication with each other, is very important item in our lives 

(Knight., 2006, p. 27). By language used in daily communication, people know each other because 

they can understand what the other around us say, so language will be a means of communication 

to avoid misinterpretation. People need language that is understood by both speakers and addressee 

(Unggul & Gulö, 2017; Solano-Escobar & Cuza, 2023). It happens when the speakers have 

different cultures, nations, races, and also languages. In this case, English is required in order to 

facilitate communication, and it is used or spoken widely. 

Indonesia’s government inspires Indonesians to learn English. English is taught as the main 

learning subject from SMP or Junior High School until several semesters of university students 

(Ramelan, 1992, p. 1). This is because of the importance of English. It has essential roles in 

facilitating communication of Indonesia and its relationship between other countries. Nevertheless, 

learning English is a difficult thing as we imagine. In Indonesia, English is identified as a foreign 

language. It means that students need abundant efforts in learning the parts of the language such 

as vocabulary, grammar, spelling, and pronunciation. The elements of English are not the same as 

the elements of “Bahasa Indonesia”. 

According to Tarigan, (1989: p. 4-5; cited in Arjati, 2007, p. 4) the differences between 

two languages can cause problems to students, and those problems can be identified through 

Contrastive Analysis. The problems caused by differences of two languages can also be triggered 

by the interference of the students‟ mother tongue. For example, in Bahasa Indonesia, we do not 

learn tenses like in English. This difference can cause problems in learning English. Thus, 

understanding an English grammar is essential to be mastered by the students. 

English has the roles of grammar to be followed in order to avoid grammatical mistakes 

(Yule, 1998: 54; cited in Sulistiani, 2008, p. 15). Linguistics is scientific study of language. 

Linguistics is concerned on the lexical and grammatical classes of individual languages, with 

differences between one form of language and another. Furthermore, grammar emphasizes on 

studying what forms or structures that are potential in a language. It is also concerned almost 

exclusively with analysis at the level of the sentence in language. In addition, a grammar is a 

description of the rules managing how a language’s sentences are designed and developed.  

Learning English grammar, it is unavoidable that students have to understand the roles and 

their use of grammatical functions. One of the problems faced by students in understanding English 

grammar is the functions of Gerund such as subject, object, and complement. Based on the 

explanations above, it can be drawn a conclusion that the same form of –ing ending can confuse 

the students in learning English. This problem occurs when some –ing forms appear in one 

sentence together, as in the following sentence taken from English Grammar and Composition: 

watching the games in this room, Gwen was trying to be the winner of the contest with her loud 

and beautiful singing. The word „Watching‟ is a present participle that modifies Gwen as the 

subject, and the word „trying‟ is categorized as a part of a verb phrase. In this case, only the word 

singing is used as object of preposition with, so this word is a gerund (Warriner, 1958:68; cited in 

Arjati, 2007, p. 5). Considering this process, the ing form of gerund can be functioned as a noun 

that is different from present participle (as adjective) and also different from another verbal ending 

in –ing (as verb). 

Gerund also supports the speakers in communication and avoids misunderstanding. 

Moreover, one of the media can be used to learn about English grammar especially Gerund is a 
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movie consisting English subtitles. Movie is one part of humans’ entertainment becoming popular 

trend in many countries at the present time. The movies are shown in both the country where they 

are produced and the other countries in the world. Nowadays, there are many movies using English 

as the main language, and the movies using English usually come from America or Hollywood. 

Movies that are from America are shown and seen by people in this world because it is the centre 

of movies’ industry. 

One of American movie is entitled “Thor”, it is an action movie that is produced in series. 

It is a famous movie seen in many countries, it also has many fans or lovers. Another reason of 

choosing Thor Movie as an object of this study can be viewed from the researcher’s assumption 

that there will be several gerunds found in the movie of Thor. So, when it is discussed, it will be 

interesting for the lovers to be implemented in learning English grammar as in the use of gerund. 

The main reason for choosing this topic in this study is that there is still a limitation of discussion 

about analysis of gerund in English Language Study Program. Another reason is this kind of study 

has not been conducted yet at STKIP PGRI Sidoarjo. So, it is essential to do this research.  

Based on the explanations stated in the descriptions above, the researcher wants to write 

research entitled: An Analysis Gerund Found on the Main Character in the Subtitle of “Thor” 

Movie. Considering the background of the study, a research question is formulated by the 

researcher: What are the functions of the gerund found on the main character in the subtitle of 

“Thor” movie?  

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Understanding the Gerund and Its Functions 

A gerund, formed by adding -ing to a verb, functions similarly to nouns or pronouns. 

According to Allen (1991), a gerund is defined as the -ing form of a verb that acts as both a noun 

and a verb. This dual nature allows gerunds to fulfill various grammatical roles in sentences, 

including subjects, direct objects, objects of prepositions, and complements (Azar, 2009; Slamet 

& Witjaksono, 2019). For example, in the sentence “Cooking is my interesting hobby.”, the gerund 

“cooking” serves as the subject, indicating the action or activity being discussed. Similarly, in 

“They enjoy playing Mobile Legend.”, “playing” functions as the direct object, receiving the action 

of the verb “enjoy”. These examples illustrate how gerunds adapt to different syntactic functions 

while maintaining their essential nature as verb forms functioning as nouns. 

Types and Functions of Gerunds 

a. Gerund as Subjects 

One primary function of gerunds is as subjects in sentences. As the doer of the action, 

gerunds serve to emphasize the action itself. For instance, “Reading is a good hobby” highlights 

reading as the subject of discussion, indicating its importance or value as an activity. This role 

underscores how gerunds, like traditional nouns, can initiate and anchor sentence structures, 

providing clarity and emphasis in communication (Carmichael & Cunningham, 2017). 

b. Gerund as Direct Objects 

Gerunds also function effectively as direct objects, receiving the action performed by the 

subject or doer. In sentences such as “She enjoys swimming every morning,” the gerund 

“swimming” directly follows the verb “enjoys”, indicating the specific activity that brings 
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pleasure. This usage showcases how gerunds enhance sentence dynamics by seamlessly integrating 

action and object, thereby enriching language expression and communicative intent (Azar, 2009). 

c. Gerund as Objects of Prepositions 

Furthermore, gerunds frequently appear as objects of prepositions, demonstrating their 

adaptability in modifying and expanding upon nouns and verbs. For instance, in “They are fond of 

hiking in the mountains.”, the gerund “hiking” follows the preposition “of”, clarifying the nature 

of their fondness. This role exemplifies how gerunds contribute to nuanced and descriptive 

language use, facilitating precise communication and enhancing textual cohesion (Azar, 2009). 

d. Gerund as Subjective Complements 

Gerunds also function as subjective complements, providing additional information about 

the subject of a sentence. In examples like “Her favourite pastime is hiking.”, the gerund “hiking” 

complements the subject “pastime”, offering insight into her preferred leisure activity. This 

function underscores how gerunds contribute to sentence structure by elaborating on subjects and 

enhancing narrative depth and coherence (Azar, 2009). 

Theoretical Perspectives on Gerund Usage 

From a theoretical standpoint, the study of gerunds aligns with broader linguistic 

frameworks that explore how language structures convey meaning and function in discourse. 

Gerunds exemplify the principle of nominalization, where verbs transform into nouns, highlighting 

actions or processes as substantive entities within sentences (Chomsky, 1957; Maekelberghe, 

2019). This transformation underscores the dynamic interplay between syntax and semantics, as 

gerunds bridge the gap between action-oriented verbs and conceptually grounded nouns, 

facilitating a nuanced understanding of language use in various contexts. 

Practical Applications in Language Teaching 

Understanding the multifaceted roles of gerunds is crucial in language teaching contexts. 

Educators utilize gerund-focused exercises to reinforce grammatical concepts and enhance 

students’ proficiency in sentence construction. By engaging learners in activities that involve 

identifying and using gerunds in different contexts, educators promote linguistic fluency and 

accuracy, fostering communicative competence (Fatima et al., 2020). Moreover, integrating 

gerund-focused lessons into language curricula supports a comprehensive approach to grammar 

instruction, empowering students to navigate and articulate nuanced meanings effectively in both 

oral and written communication. In conclusion, gerunds play pivotal roles in sentence construction 

and communication, serving as versatile tools that bridge the realms of verbs and nouns. Their 

ability to function as subjects, direct objects, objects of prepositions, subjective complements, and 

within theoretical and practical applications underscores their integral role in syntactic structure 

and language expression. Understanding these varied functions of gerunds not only enriches 

grammatical comprehension but also enhances proficiency in effective written and spoken 

communication. This comprehensive understanding contributes to a deeper appreciation of 

language dynamics and supports informed pedagogical practices in language education. 
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METHOD 

Research Design 

In this study, a descriptive qualitative research methodology was employed to investigate 

the usage of gerunds within the subtitles of the Thor movie series, focusing specifically on the 

main character, Thor Odinson. This approach aligns with Mason’s (2002) assertion that qualitative 

research involves the exploration and interpretation of data through words, sentences, or images, 

rather than numerical quantification, which is particularly suited to the linguistic analysis 

undertaken in this study. 

Research Subject and Data Collection 

The primary subject of this study was the character Thor Odinson, and the data collection 

process utilized two main instruments: the researcher herself and detailed observation field notes. 

The entire corpus of subtitles from the Thor movies served as the primary data source, 

encompassing phrases or sentences containing gerunds. This comprehensive dataset provided a 

rich source for analyzing how gerunds were utilized throughout the movie series. 

The data collection process involved the following systematic steps: 

1. Searching and Accessing Subtitles: Subtitles from the Thor movies were sourced from internet 

databases to ensure a complete and representative collection of the movie's dialogue. 

2. Reading and Identifying Gerunds: Each subtitle was meticulously read and analyzed to identify 

instances where gerunds, defined as verb forms ending in -ing functioning as nouns, were 

employed. This step involved isolating and documenting each gerund for further analysis. 

Data Analysis Procedures 

Data analysis proceeded through structured steps designed to categorize, describe, and 

interpret the identified gerunds: 

1. Classification: Every occurrence of a gerund within the subtitles was systematically classified 

based on its syntactic role and function within the sentence structure. This classification 

enabled a detailed examination of how gerunds contributed to the linguistic dynamics of the 

movie dialogue. 

2. Description of Gerund Types: The identified gerunds were then described in terms of their 

grammatical functions, such as subjects, direct objects, objects of prepositions, or subjective 

complements. This descriptive phase provided insights into the diverse roles that gerunds 

played in conveying meaning and narrative within the Thor movie series. 

3. Conclusion and Findings: Drawing upon the classified and described gerunds, conclusions 

were formulated regarding their prevalence, distribution, and syntactic significance across the 

movie subtitles. This final phase synthesized the findings into coherent insights that addressed 

the research questions and objectives. 

This methodological approach facilitated a comprehensive analysis of gerunds within the 

Thor movie series, providing valuable insights into their linguistic functions and narrative 

significance. By employing a descriptive qualitative research design, this study offers a nuanced 
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understanding of how gerunds contribute to the linguistic and narrative dimensions of cinematic 

discourse. 

RESULTS 

The researcher, the primary instrument of the study, gained all of the data consisting of 

the functions of gerund found on the main character of “Thor” movie supported by the field note 

as the secondary instrument describing the data examined being used. The data of this research 

based on the data collected from the official movie script of the “Thor” movie. All of the findings 

are classified into the table below. Meanwhile, the terms are classified as GS = Gerund as Subject, 

GDO = Gerund as Direct Object, GSC = Gerunds as Subjective Complement, and GOP = 

Gerunds as Objects of Preposition.  
 

Table 1. Classification of the functions of Gerund 

Classification of Gerund 

 

No 

 

Gerund found in the “Thor” Movie 

Functions of Gerund 

GS GDO GSC GOP 

1 As Thor approaches, the horn shapes move, and 

then, from the shadows at the side, emerges 

LOKI wearing his horned headpiece. 

   

√ 

 

2 EELS pour over the sides of the goblet slithering 

out and across the terrified Attendant's hand. 

   

√ 

 

3 Loki gestures to the writhing eels on the 

ground. 

 √   

4 Their bodies stretch towards the maelstrom 

changing shape, as if every atom of their being 

is being elongated by the pull of it. 

   

√ 

 

5 It feels good, doesn’t it? To be together 

again, adventuring on another world? 

  √  

6 Hiding as cowards always do. √    

7 Laufey stands sizing up Thor, tries to piece this 

together. 

  √  

8 Laufey laughs, cold, mocking.   √  

9 We finally see the Frost Giants now -- 

terrifying, blue-skinned, standing eight feet tall. 

   

√ 

 

10 He sees the Brute coming at him.   √  

11 He throws Mjolnir with all his strength, 

knocking the Brute head over heels. 

  √  

12 A group of Jotuns swarm Thor from all 

sides, keeping him separate from his 

weapon. 

   

√ 

 

13 Loki raises his arms, concentrates the mists 

dissipating. 

 √   



ELLINE Journal: English Language and Literature in Education Journal 

7 
 

14 You’d stand giving speeches while Asgard 

falls! 

  √  

15 When he speaks again, there’s something 

terrifying beneath the calmness of his words. 

  

√ 
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16 Then bring me a healing stone, you 

savages! 

 √   

17 He hurls one of them off, smashing against 

a wall. 

  √  

18 Now a couple security guards and male 

nurses join the fracas, all struggling to hold 

Thor down. 

   

√ 

 

19 Medical equipment goes flying, furniture 

overturned. 

  √  

20 He tries again, mustering all his strength.   √  

21 He stops walking.  √   

22 Before she can react, he starts heading 

towards the crater. 

 √   

23 No, I'm sorry. Loki... thank you for coming 

here. 

 √   

24 Standing there with the unconscious Selvig 

slung over his shoulder. 

√    

25 She starts cleaning up the mess around her.  √   

26 Darcy hurries out of the burning pet store 

carrying as many animals in cages as she 

can. 

   

√ 

 

27 Get him to the healing room!  √   

28 Frigga picks up on the tension building 

between her sons. 

 √   

29 Thor raises his hammer, rising into the air, 

summoning lightning. 

  √  

30 A massive bolt strikes Mjolnir, then 

channels outwards, splitting up, striking 

each one of the Lokis. 

   

√ 

 

31 The real Loki who‟s sent flying back across 

the Bridge. 

 √   

32 Thor steps over to his fallen brother, lying 

dazed on his back. 

  √  

33 Thor looks about him desperately at the 

Bifrost firing towards Jotunheim, gaining 

in strength, at the surge of energy moving 

through the Bridge. 

   

√ 
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34 Thor raises Mjolnir one last time 

drawing lightning to it from all sides. 

  

√ 

 

35 A wave of destruction moves forward along 

the Bridge towards the Observatory 

breaking it apart as it goes. 

   

√ 

 

Official scripted text available on: https://www.imsdb.com/scripts/Thor.html 

 

Based on the findings presented in Table 1, gerunds in this study serve various grammatical 

functions, including as subjects, direct objects, subjective complements, and objects of prepositions. 

However, the specific analysis conducted for this research identified three primary functions: gerunds 

as subjects, gerunds as direct objects, and gerunds as subjective complements. Notably, gerunds as 

objects of prepositions were not observed in the context of the main character in the “Thor” movie. 

In analyzing the data, a total of 35 instances of gerunds were identified within the dialogue involving 

the main character. Among these instances, one pertained to gerunds functioning as subjects, 

indicating actions or activities initiated by the character. Additionally, there were 11 instances where 

gerunds acted as direct objects, reflecting activities the character engages in or experiences. The 

majority of instances, totalling 23, involved gerunds functioning as subjective complements, which 

provide additional descriptive information about the character or actions within the narrative. These 

findings highlight the distribution and syntactic roles of gerunds within the dialogue of the “Thor” 

movie, underscoring their significance in conveying character actions and narrative dynamics. 

 

Gerund as Subject 

 

Based on the data examined as viewed on the table.1, the researcher found only 1 datum 

classified into gerund as subject. 

 

“Hiding as cowards always do.” 

 

The datum above shows that the word “hiding” is formed from the word “hide” as verb. As 

it is formed becoming the word “hiding” which is constructed from “hide + ing” form, the “hiding” 

is classified as gerund. In line with (Allen, 1991), “gerund as a noun in a sentence or phrase can act 

as the subject when it is placed in the subject of the sentence”. Focusing on the statement by the 

main character of the “Thor” movie, the “hiding” is stated as the subject of the statement uttered. It 

means that, the “hiding” is placed in the position of subject of sentence. Thus, it can be clearly said 

the word “hiding” is classified as the gerund as subject of sentence. 

 

Gerund As Direct Object 

In this study, the researcher found the gerund categorized as direct object of the sentence or 

phrase. There are 11 data consisting this function. Some of the data are described as below: 

 

“Loki gestures to the writhing eels on the ground.”  

“Loki raises his arms, concentrates the mists dissipating.” 

“When he speaks again, there’s something terrifying beneath the calmness 

of his words.” “Then bring me a healing stone, you savage!” 

 

Based on the data above, it can be said that the words ‘writhing, dissipating, terrifying and 

healing’ are categorized into gerund. The word “writhing” is formed by “writhe + ing”. The word 

“writhe” is verb; thus, the word “writhe” is classified into gerund. Meanwhile, the word “dissipate” 

is formed by “dissipate + ing” which formed from verb + ing becomes “dissipating” as gerund. 

https://www.imsdb.com/scripts/Thor.html
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Then, the word “terrifying” is formed by “terrify + ing” becomes “terrifying”. Lastly, the word 

“healing” is formed by “heal + ing” becomes “healing”. The four words of ‘writhing, dissipating, 

terrifying and healing’ are formed by the form of “verb + ing”, so those words are clearly defined 

as gerunds. 

Concerning to the functions of the gerund as it is formed in the sentences. The position of 

those words is constructed after the main verbs in each sentence mentioned in the data above. 

Gerund as object is the object that is used after the main verb of sentence (Carmichael & 

Cunningham, 2017). Based on the explanation described, it can be said that the data found in this 

study are classified into the gerund as the object of the sentences. 

 

Gerund as Subjective Complement 

There is a function of gerund that can be called “Gerund as Subjective Complement”.  The 

gerunds can function as the subjective complement if they describe the subject (Maekelberghe, 

2019). The researcher found out 21 data that was classified as the gerunds as subjective 

complements. These data were in the form of clauses or phrases described below:   

 

“As Thor approaches, the horn shapes move, and then, from the shadows at 

the side, emerges LOKI wearing his horned headpiece”  

“Their bodies stretch towards the maelstrom changing shape, as if every atom 

of their being is being elongated by the pull of it”  

“EELS pour over the sides of the goblet slithering out and across the terrified 

Attendant’s hand”. 

Viewed from the data described above, we can state that those data contained gerunds. They 

are (1) “wearing” formed by wear + ing, (2) “changing” formed by change + ing, and (3) “slithering” 

formed by slither + ing. Strengthening those statements, gerunds are the word formed by the base of 

verb combining with the “ing” (Arjati, 2007; Slamet, 2020). Those data were identified as the gerund 

because those words were formed by combining the verb and suffix “ing”. Those gerunds were 

categorized as the subjective complement because the word “wearing”, “changing”, and “slithering” 

have the function as the modifier of the noun. They gave the subject of the sentence descriptions. 

CONCLUSION 

This research has delineated three primary functions of gerunds within the context of the 

“Thor” movie dialogue: gerunds as subjects, gerunds as direct objects, and gerunds as subjective 

complements. Specifically, the study identified 1 instance of gerunds functioning as subjects, 11 

instances as direct objects, and 23 instances as subjective complements. Gerunds were categorized as 

subjects when initiating actions or activities, as direct objects when following transitive verbs to 

denote actions performed by the main character, and as subjective complements when describing 

nouns within the narrative framework. Moving forward, it is imperative for English educators to 

impart comprehensive knowledge regarding gerund functions to their students. Given that 

misinterpretations of gerunds can lead to misunderstandings within sentences, employing engaging 

teaching methodologies is crucial to stimulate student interest and facilitate effective comprehension. 

By emphasizing the nuanced intricacies of gerunds, educators can equip students with essential 

linguistic skills for clear and precise communication. Furthermore, this study underscores the need 

for continued research in the field of gerunds, which remains relatively underexplored in existing 

literature. Future investigations could delve deeper into gerund usage across diverse linguistic 

contexts, including analyses of gerunds in various speech genres or examination of their roles in 

different cultural and linguistic frameworks. By expanding the scope of inquiry, researchers can 

contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of gerunds and their multifaceted functions within 

language usage. 
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